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TAGS: PBOR, KE, SO, ET 

SUBJECT: SOMALI MILITARY DEFECTORS DISPLAYED 

1 . BOTH LOCAL DAILIES MAY 9 FEATURED PRESS CONFERENCE OF 
COL. ABDULLAHI YUSAF AHMED, RANKING MEMBER OF GROUP OF 
ABOUT 20 SOMALI MILITARY WHO DEFECTED TO KENYA APRIL 10 IN 
WAKE OF ABORTIVE COUP ATTEMPT AGAINST SIAD BARRE. ASIDE 
FROM COL. AHMED, LT. COL. MOHAMED ABSHIR ALI, MAJOR 
AHMED MOHAMED ELGIR AND CAPT. ABDULLAHI MOHAMED HASSAN 
WERE NAMED AND PICTURED. 

2. BANNER HEADLINES OF "INVASION OF KENYA ORDERED" AND 
"BARRE ORDERED HIS ARMY TO ATTACK KENYA" PICKED UP ON 
STATEMENT OF COL. AHMED WHO, AS COMMANDER OF 

SID AMO FRONT, CLAIMED HE WAS ORDERED BY BARRE IN MID-MARCH 
TO "INVADE KENYA THRHOUGH MANDERA, WAJIR AND RHAMU" AS 
"HE (BARRE) TOLD ME HE WAS ANGERED WITH KENYA'S ATTITUDE 
AND ITS MORAL SUPPORT FOR ETHIOPIA." COL. AHMED CONTINUED 
THAT HE FAILED TO CARRY OUT THE ORDER FOR LACK OF 
SUPPLIES, TRANSPORTATION AND BECAUSE OF OTHER LOGISTICAL 
PROBLEMS. 
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3. THRUST OF COLONEL AHMED'S REMARKS WAS THAT BARRE 
REGIME IS TYRANNICAL AND CORRUPT AND WILL NOT LAST 
LONG "BEFORE WE LIBERATE OURSELVES." HE COMMENTED 
THAT COUP ATTEMPT FAILED BECAUSE IT HAD BEEN LAUNCHED 
PREMATURELY AND LACKED ADQUATE TRANSPORTATION AND 
SUPPLIES. COLONEL AHMED "APPEALED TO US PRESIDENT 

JIMMY CARTER AND AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL TO HELP INNOCENT 
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PEOPLE WHO WERE BEING KILLED BY BARRE REGIME." 

4. COMMENT: KENYAN INTELLIGENCE AUTHORITIES HAVE BEEN 
DEBRIEFING SOMALI DEFECTORS FOR PAST WEEKS. FOLLOWING 
PATTERN USED IN DUALF.H CASE, PRESS CONFERENCE WHICH 
FOLLOWED EXTENSIVE DEBRIEFING WAS CLEARLY AIMED AT 
SHOWING SOMALIA AS REAL THREAT TO KENYA. WHILE EVENTUAL 
FATE OF DEFECTORS UNCERTAIN, AS IN CASE OF DUALF.H. 

KENYAN POLICE OFFICIALS HAVE ANNOUNCED THAT GOK NOW 
CONSIDERING THEIR REQUESTS FOR POLITICAL ASYLUM. 

LEMELLE 
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